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Table 1  Top 10 journals with large volume of overseas research on acupuncture from 2017 to 2022
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Table 2 Top 10 authors of overseas research on acupuncture
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Figure 1 Timeline map of keywords in overseas research on acupuncture of Web of Science core collection database from 2017 to 2022
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Figure 2 Co-occurrence map of keywords in overseas research on acupuncture from 2017 to 2022
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Figure 3 Keyword emergence map of overseas research

on acupuncture from 2017 to 2022
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Analysis of Current Status and Trend of Overseas Research on Acupuncture from 2017 to 2022 based on
Bibliometrics

LIU Pingping', LI Haiying’

1. Foreign Language Teaching Center, Shanghai University of Traditional Chinese Medicine, Shanghai, 201203; 2. Institute of
Science, Technology and Humanities, Shanghai University of Traditional Chinese Medicine

ABSTRACT Objective To analyse the current status and development trends of overseas research on acupunc-
ture from 2017 to 2022, thereby providing reference for the future development and international influence enhance-
ment of acupuncture. Methods The Web of Science core collection database was searched for overseas research on
acupuncture from January Ist, 2017 to April Ist, 2022, and CiteSpace 5. 8. R3 software was used to visualize and
analyze the time of publication, high-frequency keywords, research institutions, authors and regional distribution of
the literature. Results From 2017 to 2021, the annual publication volume of overseas research on acupuncture
ranged from 470 to 518, and 67 papers were retrieved until April 1st in 2022. The United States (726 papers) leaded
in the number of articles published, with South Korea (440 papers) in the second place. The main research institu-
tions were Kyung Hee University (South Korea) , Korea Institute of Oriental Medicine (South Korea) and Harvard
Medical School (United States). The top three journals in terms of publication volume were Medical Acupuncture (178
papers) , Journal of Acupuncture and Meridian Studies (114 papers) , Acupuncture in Medicine (97 papers) and
Journal of Alternative and Complementary Medicine (97 papers). The top three authors were Junhwan Lee (South
Korea) with 32 papers, Hijoon Park (South Korea) with 31 papers, and Jun J Mao (United States) with 27 papers.
Cluster analysis of the keywords obtained nine effective clusters such as complementary medicine, auricular acupunc-
ture, quality of life. The top five high-frequency keywords in the co-occurrence analysis were acupuncture (653
times) , management (271 times) , pain (261 times) , electroacupuncture (168 times) , and therapy (167 times).
The top five emergent words were activation, breast cancer, children, questionnaire, and traditional Chinese medi-
cine. Conclusion Overseas research on acupuncture from 2017 to 2022 mainly focus on management, analgesia
and electroacupuncture. Research hotspots have changed from therapies including auricular acupuncture and elec-
troacupuncture to focusing on the treatment of depression, anxiety, insomnia and other diseases, and then exploring
the mechanism of action and placebo effect. In future, it is suggested to further deepen the theoretical connotation of
acupuncture and moxibustion, broaden the indications of acupuncture, innovate the clinical appropriate techniques of
acupuncture, pay attention to the research on evidence-based medicine, and enhance the international influence of
English-language journals of acupuncture in China.
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